
August 20, 2012

The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C.  20426

Re: Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER12-____-000
Submission of Tariff Revisions to Comply with Order No. 760

Dear Secretary Bose:

Pursuant to section 205 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. § 824d, and Part 35 
of the Regulations of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“Commission”), 18 
C.F.R. Part 35, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits revisions to its Open Access 
Transmission Tariff1 to comply with Commission directives in Order No. 760.2  SPP 
requests an effective date of August 20, 2012, for the revisions proposed in this filing.

I. BACKGROUND

A. SPP

SPP is a Commission-approved Regional Transmission Organization (“RTO”).  It 
is an Arkansas non-profit corporation with its principal place of business in Little Rock, 
Arkansas.  SPP has 67 members, including 14 investor-owned utilities, 11 municipal 
systems, 12 generation and transmission cooperatives, 4 state agencies, 8 independent 
power producers, 10 power marketers, and 8 independent transmission companies.  As an 
RTO, SPP administers open access transmission service over 48,930 miles of 
transmission lines covering portions of Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, 

                                               
1 Southwest Power Pool, FERC Electric Tariff, Sixth Revised Volume No. 1 

(“Tariff”).

2 Enhancement of Electricity Market Surveillance and Analysis through Ongoing 
Electronic Delivery of Data from Regional Transmission Organizations and 
Independent System Operator, Order No. 760, III FERC Stats. & Regs., Regs. 
Preambles ¶ 31,330 (2012).
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New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, across the facilities of the SPP Transmission 
Owners.3    

B. Order No. 760 

On April 19, 2012, the Commission issued Order No. 760, which requires each 
RTO and independent system operator (“ISO”) “to electronically deliver to the 
Commission, on an ongoing basis, data related to the markets that it administers.”4  
Specifically, the data that the Commission required RTOs and ISOs to deliver is “related 
to physical and virtual offers and bids, market awards, resource outputs, marginal cost 
estimates, shift factors, FTRs, internal bilateral contracts, and interchange pricing” and 
data on uplift charges and credits.5  Order No. 760 also revised the Commission’s 
regulations to codify Order No. 760.6  

The Commission directed each RTO and ISO “to submit a compliance filing 
within 45 days of the effective date of this final rule, amending its open access 
transmission tariff to reflect the requirement for the ongoing electronic delivery of data.”7  
Accordingly, SPP submits the Tariff revisions in this filing to comply with the 
Commission’s directives in Order No. 760.  In addition, SPP will be submitting directly 
to the Commission concurrently with this filing the data required in Order No. 760.8      

                                               
3 See Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 89 FERC ¶ 61,084 (1999); Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 86 

FERC ¶ 61,090 (1999); Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 82 FERC ¶ 61,267, order on reh’g, 
85 FERC ¶ 61,031 (1998).

4 Order No. 760 at P 1.

5 Order No. 760 at P 57.

6 See 18 C.F.R. 35.28(g)(4) (“Each Commission-approved regional 
transmission organization and independent system operator must 
electronically deliver to the Commission, on an ongoing basis and in a form 
and manner consistent with its own collection of data and in a form and 
manner acceptable to the Commission, data related to the markets that the 
regional transmission organization or independent system operator
administers.”).

7 Order No. 760 at P 57 (footnotes omitted).

8 Id. at P 69 (“[W]e will direct that all RTOs and ISOs implement the ongoing 
electronic delivery of at least one dataset no later than 45 days after the effective 
date of this final rule.”).
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II. DESCRIPTION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR FILING

In this filing, SPP proposes to add Section 1.3.9 to Attachment AE to the Tariff.  
The new section is titled “Electronic Delivery of Data to the Commission,” and the 
section contains the following language:

The Transmission Provider will electronically deliver to the Commission, 
on an ongoing basis and in a form and manner consistent with its 
collection of data and in a form and manner acceptable to the 
Commission, data related to the markets that it administers, in accordance 
with the Commission’s regulations.

The proposed language in Section 1.3.9 complies with the Commission’s directives in
Order No. 760.  Furthermore, the proposed language is similar to language in the 
Commission’s regulations adopted in Order No. 760.9  For these reasons, the proposed 
language is just and reasonable, and the Commission should accept the revisions to the 
Tariff, effective August 20, 2012.  

III. EFFECTIVE DATE AND WAIVER REQUEST

SPP requests an effective date of August 20, 2012, for the revisions to the Tariff.  
To permit such an effective date, pursuant to section 35.11 of the Commission’s rules and 
regulations, 18 C.F.R. § 35.11, SPP requests a waiver of the Commission’s 60-day notice 
requirement set forth at 18 C.F.R. § 35.3.  Waiver is appropriate because the effective 
date is consistent with the date that the Commission required SPP to submit its 
compliance filing in Order No. 760.10

IV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A. Information Required by the Commission’s Regulations

1. Documents submitted with this filing:

In addition to this transmittal letter, SPP is submitting in electronic 
format clean and redlined versions of the proposed revisions.

                                               
9 See supra note 6.

10 See Order No. 760 at P 57 (“We also direct each RTO and ISO to submit a 
compliance filing within 45 days of the effective date of this final rule, amending 
its open access transmission tariff to reflect the requirement for the ongoing 
electronic delivery of data.”).
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2. Effective date:

SPP requests that the Commission accept the proposed revisions to 
the SPP Tariff effective August 20, 2012.

3. Service:

SPP has served a copy of this filing on all of its Members and 
Customers and affected state commissions.  A complete copy of 
this filing will be posted on the SPP web site, www.spp.org.  

4. Requisite agreements:

The proposed revisions to the SPP Tariff do not require any 
agreements.

5. Estimate of transactions and revenues:

Not applicable.

6. Basis for rates:

The basis for the proposed Tariff revisions is explained above.

7. Comparison to rates for similar services:

Not applicable. 

8. Specifically assignable facilities installed or modified:

There are none.

B. Communications

Correspondence and communications with respect to this filing should be sent to, 
and SPP requests that the Secretary include on the official service list, the following:

Nicole Wagner
Manager, Regulatory Policy
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
201 Worthen Drive
Little Rock, AR 72223
Telephone: (501) 688-1642
jwagner@spp.org

Jeffrey G. DiSciullo
Tyler R. Brown
Wright & Talisman, P.C.
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005-3802
Telephone: (202) 393-1200
Fax: (202) 393-1240
disciullo@wrightlaw.com
brown@wrightlaw.com
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V. CONCLUSION 

For all of the foregoing reasons, SPP requests that the Commission accept the 
Tariff revisions proposed in this filing as just and reasonable, effective as discussed 
above.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Tyler R. Brown
Wright & Talisman, P.C.
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005-3802
Telephone: (202) 393-1200
Fax: (202) 393-1240

Attorneys for
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
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            The Transmission Provider will electronically deliver to the Commission, on an 
ongoing basis and in a form and manner consistent with its collection of data and in a 
form and manner acceptable to the Commission, data related to the markets that it 
administers, in accordance with the Commission’s regulations. 
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